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WELCOME

FACULTY

A warm welcome from Drexel’s Performing Arts Department!

The Department of Performing Arts believes that the way to learn about the performing
arts is to experience them. Over 1000 Drexel students enhance their academic experiences
by participating in theatre, music or dance. Each year, our dance, theatre and 13 music
ensembles present over 50 performances to Drexel and the Greater Philadelphia
community.\WWe continue to be amazed by the technique and artistry of our students
phenomenal performances and | know you will be as well.

Our 2009-2010 season will begin with a lecture by acclaimed dancer and choreographer
Clyde Evans on the history of hip-hop dance.The theatre program will follow with the
Mandell Professionals in Residence Projects (MPiRP) presentation of The Long Christmas Ride
Home in collaboration with Azuka Theatre. Our music program adds to the autumn season
with the fall music festival featuring a concert by each of the 13 ensembles.

The winter performances begin with the winter Dance Concert Furnishings. The theatre
programs winter presentation will be Shakespeare s masterpiece, A Midsummer Night's
Dream. Food and music lovers alike will enjoy the 20th Annual Madrigal Dinner, a costumed
renaissance feast to the accompaniment of wonderful Madrigal singing. The winter music
festival includes our 11th Annual Jazz Extravaganza featuring the renowned Spelman

Jazz Ensemble.

In the spring, the Drexel Players stage the musical comedy Reefer Madness. Hip-hop dance is
highlighted during the spring Dance Concert with a special piece by dancer-choreographer-
professor Moncell Durden. Finally, the 2009-2010 season will come to a close with our
spring music festival, a week-long festival of jazz, classical, Mediterranean, percussion, rock n
roll and more.

Lets not forget the fourth annual MAD Dragon Rock Fest on Thursday, March 4th featuring
rock bands signed to the Music Industrys MAD Dragon Records as well as the Campus
Concert Series, a series of four chamber music concerts featuring musicians from The
Philadelphia Orchestra.

Whats more? Each Thursday night we present The Late Night Series, our open mic night

that offers students and professionals the chance to perform in a relaxed and supportive
environment. Our performances provide opportunities for all Drexel students to participate
in the arts on stage, behind-the-scenes and as audience members.

\We encourage you to join us throughout the year to experience the artistic pleasures of
Drexels Department of Performing Arts.

o

—

Cecelia Fitzgibbon
Department Head

DANCE

The Drexel Dance Ensemble is a professional
caliber dance company performing modern, ballet,
jazz and hip-hop.The ensemble produces two
major concerts each year offering choreography
and performance opportunities to students.

Dr. Miriam Giguere, Dance Program Director
215.895.4914, mgg22@drexel.edu

THEATRE, MPIiRP & The Late Night Series
Mandell Professionals in Residence Project (MPIRP)
is a collaborative program bringing theatre and
dance professionals to the Drexel campus for
performances, production and instruction.

The Late Night Series is a weekly student-run
open mic that offers students and local
professionals an opportunity to showcase their
talents. The series features poetry, spoken word,
drama, live music, comedy and much more in a
coffee house environment.

Nick Anselmo, Theatre Program Director,
MPIRP, Director & Founder/Artistic Director

of The Late Night Series.

215.895.1920, nick.anselmo@drexel.edu

INSTRUMENTAL ENSEMBLES
Participate in any of our six instrumental music
ensembles: Concert Band, Fusion Band, Strings,
Guitar, Keyboard and Percussion. These groups
focus on various musical genres, ranging from
classical to rock music, and in size from large
concert ensembles to small chamber groups.
Dr. Myron Moss, Music Program Director
215.895.6214, mdm79@drexel.edu

For more information on a speci ¢ Music
Ensemble, contact Scott Bacon, Music
Ensemble Coordinator

215.895.4915, sdb33@drexel.edu

INSTRUMENTAL JAZZ

Students have the opportunity to perform the
music of the jazz masters in three ensembles: the
Jazz Orchestra, and the Jazztet and Saxtet, both of
whose members are drawn from the ranks of the
Jazz Orchestra.

Dr. George L. Starks, Jr., Jazz Orchestra Director
215.895.1732, starksgl@drexel.edu

THEATRE

Mandell Theater is a 424 seat proscenium theater
and the primary performance venue for the Dance,
Music and Theatre programs.The theater is also
used for Drexel University events and special
presentations by outside organizations. Schedule
permitting, Mandell is available for rental outside
of the academic quarters.

Nan Gilbert, Mandell Theater Manager
215.895.2528, nan.r.gilbert@drexel.edu
www.drexelplayers.com

215.895.ARTS

CHORAL ENSEMBLES

The Department of Performing Arts has four
choral ensembles: University Chorus, Chamber
Singers,Vocal Jazz Ensemble and Gospel Choir.
These groups are open to all students at the
University and perform on campus and in

the community.

Dr. Steven Powell, Director of Choral Activities
215.895.4912, powellss@drexel.edu

www.drexel.edu/westphal/performance




September - December 2009

Dance Lecture-Demonstration
Clyde Evans and his Chosen Dance
Company will present a lecture
demonstration on the history of
hip-hop dance.

The Long Christmas Ride Home
By Paula Vogel with Azuka Theatre

in residence

One snowy Christmas Eve, three children
and their parents take an ill-fated car ride
to grandmother’s house. What follows is a
uniquely American story of one fateful night
in a claustrophobic car and a moment that
shatters a family. Azuka Theatre combines
exquisite storytelling, music and puppetry
as it explores the delicate and often painful
bonds of family. This show is presented by
the Mandell Professionals in Residence

FALL

Fall Instrumental Concerts

The Guitar and Keyboard Ensembles
present classical, pop and jazz, with unique
arrangements and student soloists.

The Percussion Ensemble explores the
vast array of percussion traditions. The
Mediterranean Ensemble performs music
from Arabic, Greek and Israeli cultures.

The Drexel Strings perform the Mendelssohn
Octet and Tchaikovsky’s Serenade for Strings.

The Concert Band presents “Festivals”

with faculty member Darin Kelly’s Of Nights,
Lights and Brass and Leroy Anderson’s

A Christmas Festival.

In that split second before the dance begins,
| just get this sense of being profoundly human
and so in love with dance.

Project (MPIRP) which is made possible
in part by a grant from the Samuel P.
Mandell Foundation.

Jazz in the Fall
The Drexel Fusion Band presents fresh

arrangements of jazz, Latin and funk classics.

The Jazz Orchestra and Jazztet present
music from the masters of jazz: Armstrong,
Ellington, Miles Davis and others.

215.895.ARTS

Eileen Moran, Dance Major, 2012

Fall Choral Concerts

The Gospel Choir elevates Mandell Theater
with “Singing from the Book of Romans.”
The Vocal Jazz Ensemble, “Naturally Sharp
presents classic jazz songs in sophisticated
ensemble arrangements.

The University Chorus and Chamber Singers
offer “Medieval to Modern,” with madrigals,
carols and choral masterworks.

www.drexel.edu/westphal/performance







